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TIPS & ADVICE:  AN INTERVIEW WITH THE GREEN TEAM 
 
1. In a few sentences, how would you describe your research project? What  
was the overall aim?  
 
Our research project was amazing. We learned a lot from the project.  We did a  
waste audit for the entire district.  We were trying to eliminate waste by finding  
out what could be recycled and composted. 
 
2. Was your project successful in promoting change within your school? How  
could you tell? 
 
Oh yeah, it was really successful.  We got recycle bins for the classrooms through grant 
money.  We made sure the kids recycled better.  We presented to the BOE, BOCC and 
the public.  We won several awards – the Lake County Green Award, The Colorado 
Association of Recyclers Award for Education Outreach and a Certificate of Recognition 
from Jane Goodall in supporting her Roots and Shoots campaign birthday wish. We also 
received a grant to start composting in the district.     
 
3. What factors supported the success of your project? What should other student/youth 
groups keep in mind when conducting these projects? 
 
We had support from our teachers, each other and the community.  Lynne Westerfield 
from Cloud City Conservation Center and Erin Allaman from Youthworks were essential 
in supporting us.  Always be motivated – motivation is the key! 
 
4. What were some barriers to your project? How would you suggest others learn from 
these barriers? 
 
Barriers were not having enough people to recycle all the time.  Kids weren’t recycling 
right. It was hard getting the message across at first. And sometimes still is.  But never 
give in – never surrender!  We wanted to get an assembly for all the schools to promote 
recycling but this is still in progress. 
 
5. What is one tip you would share with a student or young person who wanted to 
engage in an evaluation project at their school? What is one tip you would tell an adult 
(i.e. or teacher) who wanted to support a student led evaluation project in their school?  
 
One tip for a student or young person:  Always try and get others involved.  Motivation 
is the key.  Look for support from other students, friends and community.   
 
One tip for an adult or teacher:  Be supportive and open to ideas.  Compliment them on 
their work and give rewards. 
 


